184    DECLINE OF LIBERTY IN ENGLAND

sinner in a life hereafter, but which do not in any
way imperil the temporal welfare of the innocent
community as a whole. And conversely, wherever
we find that incest, adultery, and fornication are
treated by the community with extreme rigour, we
may reasonably infer that the original motive for
such treatment was superstition; in other words,
that wherever a tribe or nation, not content with
leaving these transgressions to be avenged by the
injured parties, has itself punished them with
exceptional severity, the reason for doing so has
probably been a belief that the effect of all such
delinquencies is to disturb the course of nature and
thereby to endanger the whole people, who ac-
cordingly must protect themselves by effectually
disarming and, if necessary, exterminating the delin-
quents. This may explain, for example, why the
Indian Laws of Manu decreed that an adulteress
should be devoured by dogs in a public place, and
that an adulterer should be roasted to death on a
red-hot iron bed ; why the Babylonian code of
Hammurabi sentenced an adulterous couple to be
strangled and cast into the river; why the same code
punished incest with a mother by burning both the
culprits; why the Mosaic law condemned the
adulteress and her paramour to death; and why
among the Saxons, down to the days of St Boniface,
the maiden who had dishonoured her father's house,
or the adulteress, was compelled to hang herself,
was burned, and her paramour hung over the blazing
pile, or she was scourged or cut to pieces with knives
by all the women of the village till she was dead.
Among the Nandi of British East Africa c incest